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The Navigation
I should make the fortune of some Individual at the expense of the public, I should make, as others of my Brethren have, Individuals find out that land carriage is cheaper and safer than water, I should make England look more like Holland and give some amusement to the Bargemen whose faculties are stagnated; for they can land, eat Turnips and catch Hares or Wild Ducks unperceived, and set the new gentry on your shores upon new speculation how to get rid of their superfluous wealth as wisely as they did by subscribing to my formation. I should perhaps disguise those Eyes you speak of from looking at you, and those humble feet belonging to them from ever treading our shores.
The River
This last supposition is impossible. As long as those exist they are turned towards me, all new levels but those which God and nature made are odious to them as me. They belong to a countrywoman of ours who never forsook us and when least expected by me was borne on Eagles Wings back to wash her weary feet in my limpid stream. Peace, reptile ! She comes, I meet Her. May her bright Star crush thee soon, and with Thee perish all Murderers of Taste and beauties of Nature. Fly my vicinity, and with thee be annihilated all Monopolisers, Contractors, Poachers, Barbarous Parents, Unnatural Children, Bloodshed, Murder, Rapine, Theft, and Folly.
The Waters ceased speaking, the River kept its course, and the Navigation crawled by its side as. usual.es fell.at is writ by thee,
